Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SYDNEY 01799 220943Z 
12 

ACTION VO-03 

INFO OCT-01 EA-11 ISO-OO SCA-01 SIL-01 LAB-06 /023 W 

017985 

P R 220720Z AUG 74 
FM AMCONSUL SYDNEY 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5698 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMCONSUL MELBOURNE 

CONFIDENTIAL SYDNEY 1799 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, CVIS, AS 

SUB J : LAURIE CARMICHAEL VISA REFUSAL 

REF : (A) MELBOURNE 1002 

(B) STATE 172419 

(C) MELBOURNE 0928 
CD) SYDNEY 1538 

(E) SYDNEY 1798 

1. AS EXPECTED PARA 5, REF D, CARMICHAEL IS MOUNTING 

A CONSIDERABLE CAMPAIGN TO GENERATE MAXIMUM PUBLIC SUPPORT 
FOR HIS REQUEST TO GO TO THE U.S. AND PROTEST AGAINST U.S. 

REFUSAL OF VISA. RADIO BROADCAST THIS AFTERNOON (REF E) 
THREATENS PROSPECT OF INDUSTRIAL ACTION AGAINST AMERICAN 
AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURERS IN AUSTRALIA. IN ADDITION, AUSTRALIAN 
MINERS FEDERATION HAS CABLED CONGEN TO "PROTEST AGAINST 
REFUSAL OF VISA TO CARMICHAEL. PREVENTING CARMICHAEL FROM 
ACCEPTING AMERICAN UNION INVITATION IS ANTI-AUSTRALIAN AND 
UNDEMOCRATIC.” 

2. LEADERS OF AMALGAMATED METAL WORKERS UNION WILL CALL 
AT THEIR REQUEST ON CONGEN FRIDAY AFTERNOON TO EXPRESS THEIR 
VIEWS. DELEGATION WILL INCLUDE FIVE LEADERS OF THE UNION, 
INCLUDING PRESIDENT JACK DEVEREAUX, AND GEORGE ATKINS, 

RICHARD SCOTT, JIM RALSTON AND HARRY WILSON. CONGEN WILL 
STICK TO THE FACTS; NAMELY, THAT CASE WAS REFERRED TO 
WASHINGTON WHERE A DECISION WAS MADE NOT REPEAT NOT TO GRANT 
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THE UNION TO WASHINGTON IF THEY REQUEST. 

3. IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION WITH ME, IOHN DUCKER, THE RIGHT 
WING PRESIDENT OF THE N.S.W. BRANCH OF THE LABOR PARTY AND 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE N.S.W. LABOR COUNCIL, EXPRESSED 
DEEP REGRET OVER REFUSAL ON THE GROUND THAT A VISIT TO 
THE UNITED AUTO WORKERS UNION IN THE U.S. WOULD BE GOOD 
FOR CARMICHAEL, WHEREAS A REFUSAL WILL MAKE A MARTYR OF A 
COMMUNIST. DUCKER WISHED THAT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR THE 
U.S. UNILATERALLY TO RECONSIDER ITS DECISION. IN EVENT PRESSURE 
DOES MOUNT, HE THOUGHT IT WOULD THEN BE MORE DIFFICULT FOR 
U.S. TO RECONSIDER. I GAVE HIM NO ENCOURAGEMENT THAT U.S. 

WOULD REVERSE ITS DECISION. 

4. ASSUME DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN OR WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH 
U.A.W. TO PREPARE THEM. OBVIOUSLY IT WOULD BE A GREAT 
ADVANTAGE TO HAVE THE UAW ON OUR SIDE AND A CORRESPONDINGLY 
GREAT DISADVANTAGE TO HAVE THE UAW SYMPATHIZE WITH CARMICHAEL. 

5. WILL REPORT FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 

HANNAH 
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